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The WVBluesSociety  'lectric bluzletter aka "Mountains of Blues in the Mountain State" is 

a semi-weekly newsletter of blues information in the Mountain State and beyond.  
Brought to you by the West Virginia Blues Society the "bluzletter" goes out as a service 

to our "bluz friends" wherever you might be. The bluzletter is an attempt to CONNECT & 

INFORM of the happenings in and at times outside our area. We never use your e-mail 
address for anything without your consent, and no one has access to our e-mail list. If 

you know of someone who would like to receive our 'lectric bluzletter in the future a 
membership service form is provided on the webiste. If you do NOT want to receive any 

future updates please reply with, Please No More.  

 

*BIRTHDAY: 

 Oct 08 1955 Lonnie Pitchford  Lexington, MS  

*RIP: 
 Oct 07 1962 Francis Hillman "Scrapper" Blackwell Indianapolis, IN 

 
 

  

 

http://wvbluessociety.org/


 *WHATS HAPPENIN' IN "MOUNTAINS OF BLUES" - COMPETITION EDITION: 
******************************************  

*AND DA WINNERS ARE -   

The 2nd Annual Appalachian Blues Competition in Fairmont was a big success and fun 
for all. To say that the competition was "good" would be a grose understatement indeed! 

Extremely difficult job for the judges. But somebody has to win and somebody has to 
lose. Nah, gotta rephrase that... dey ain't NO losers in a situation like this.  

 

1st Place (band) Pittsburgh's MISS FREDDYE & BLUE FAZE BAND    

                  

   

 2nd Place to Cincinnati's JON JUSTICE BAND   

http://www.myspace.com/bluefaze
http://www.myspace.com/jonjusticeband


                    

 and a close 3rd Place/1st Place (solo/duo) is SAM LAMONT of Morgantown  

                     

Congrats to all the competitors and thanks for a "full day" of da blues..........  

 
Another big winner was Bill from New Martinsville. He was present and signed up as a 

http://www.samlamont.com/


member during IZZY & CHRIS show at Barista's during Blues Night Out/"Delta Blues 

Nite" in May. This time he was the winner of the "Blues Basket" drawing. The basket 
continued to gain in value right up until the drawing due to many of the bands tossing in 

their CD's. Thanks to all.  

                                    

 
*2008 COMPETITION SALUTATIONS -  

A. SmokestacJack (the Prez):  
"I would like to take a few minutes of your time to say a big heart felt Thank You, for 

making the 2nd Annual Appalachian Blues Competition 2008 a success that it was... Ken 
Bays, Jackie Welker, Val Scott, Tom Butler and Keith Lahti, couldn't have had a better 

judges panel...  tough job with the quality of talent this year. Dusty Scott, your da man 

with your photography. 
Donna and Chris, Thank You, for your excellent job in working with the judges and 

Donna, I personally want to say THANK YOU for all of your hard work behind the scenes 
in helping putting the competition together. Roy and Jason, what can I say, you cats 

were on top of your game all day long with the stage and sounds, my hat off to you 
guys. Mike, Spider, Phil, Pam, Loretta and Lori, it's folks like you that all Blues Society's 

http://www.dustyblues.com/


need. Dick Patton did a wonderful job as MC besides keeping the audience in suspense 

in what was coming next, Great Job Dick. Larry and Butch of Christopher's were the Best 
at Hosting the event. Budweiser, Blues Revue, Budget Tapes & Records, Yellow Dog 

Records, Cheap Beats Drum Sales, The Marriott, WMMN Sports Talk Radio, FrontPorch 
Showcase, Thank You for being Sponsors for this Great Blues Event.  

B. Jason (sound man):  

"I just want to say that I had a blast and enjoyed jamming with some of you at the 
end!... did not know most of you prior to the event and apologize for not chatting with 

each of you... sound was a full-time job and I could not get away much to chat... look 
forward to getting to know all of you better over time... amazed at how well organized 

everything was and how smoothly the day went. Roy thanks for the work at the stage - 

you kept it rollin man.  I know a lot of people had a hand in the event, but I want to 
express my thanks to Jack and Donna for a whole bunch of work over many months. 

And...judges, all I can say is that you know your blues. Thanks. What a fine group of 
people to be working with."  

"By the way that drum set was beautiful... quite generous to loan such a nice kit for the 
event. Lastly, I want to thank Linny Merchant and Randy Franklin of the Dennis McClung 

Blues Band for loaning us hi-hat cymbals and a drum throne at the last minute..."  

C. Jackie (competition judge): "Great event, I had a blast! Hope to see you all soon!"  

D. Roy (stage manager): "Dittos to all!"  

 
 

*WRAP UP 2008 -     

Competition basically wraps up 2008 season... although you never r eally know for sure 

'cause many WVBS folks are always thinking of "things to do "... 2008 has been very 
good for WVBS. A growing and learning experience with plenty of good times. The 

Society had a presence, and at times a strong presence, at events like the International 

Blues Challenge (Memphis), Juke Joint Festival (Clarksdale, MS), the Heritage Blues Fest 
(Wheeling), Fund for the Arts' Blues Brews & BBQ's (Charleston), Augusta "Blues Week" 

(Elkins), Huntington Rib Fest, Big Bend Blues Bash (Pomeroy, OH), Johnnie Johnson 
Blues & Jazz Festival (Fairmont), Rhythm, Blues & All That Jazz (Lewisburg), Foothills 

Blues & Arts Fest (somewhere near Harrisonville, OH), BB King concert (Morgantown), 
West Virginia Wine & Jazz Fest (Morgantown) and much more. 

Membership has doubled and now reaches statewide and beyond. The Kanawha Valley, 
the Lower Ohio Valley, the Mid-Ohio Valley, Central WV and Northcentral WV are now 

represented with a member on the Board of Directors.  



                

The Blues Night Out Series  was a success. BNO's were held in Fairmont, New 
Martinsville, Elkins, and Wheeling. Many new venues are now wanting to host in 2009.  

The "Diamond Teeth Mary" McClain Day  in Huntington was quite a hit with the 

involvement of local and state politicians. Even though the Charlie West Blues Fest  
received amazingly bad weather, it too shows great promise. All new & old members and 

fans are encouraged to take an active part in the WVBS and give your input. WVBS 

wants to continue to expand with more events statewide. This of course can't be done 
successfully without still more help from new members, new Board members, sponsors, 

associates and volunteers. Plans will soon be put together for 2009. 
 

 
*MUCHO GRANDE THANK YOUS -   

A. Blues Nite(s) Out venues: 

   Larry & Butch "wonderful hosts" of Christopher's Banquet Center (Fairmont) 
   John Yevuta "another great host" Barista's (New Martinsville) 

   Marty & Jill "incrediable place" The Lodge @ Kelly Mountain (Elkins) 

   John "excellent service & sax player" at The Office Lounge (Wheeling) 
B. Musicians: 

   Dennis McClung Blues Band (Muddy Waters B-day Party) 
   Izzy & Chris (Delta Blues Night) 

   The Eldorado Kings (Blues Harp Nite) 
   The Catch Blues Band (Heritage Blues Kick-Off) 

B. Charlie West Blues Fest: 
West Virginia National Guard, Kanawha Co. Commission, Kanawha Valley Regional 

Transportation Authority, Central WV Convention Visitors Bureau, Kanawha Co. Parks & 



Recreation, Holiday Inn Charleston House, Charleston Marriott Hotel, Friends of 

Blackwater, Yellowdog Records, Catagory 5 Amps, CheapBeats Drum Sales  
C. Merchandise sponsors: 

   Ken Bays "blues backer extraordinaire"  Blues Revue (Salem) 
   Billy Johnson "got to get there soon"  Highway 61 Blues Fest & Museum (Leland, MS) 

   Bruce Wheeler "may the weather always be with you"  (Wheeling) 
   John "you da man"  Gallaghers Music (Parkersburg) 

   "Rat" & St Louis Frank "a place ya gotta see"  The Riverside Hotel (Clarksdale, MS) 
   Bob Margolin "all we had to do was ask!"  (everywhere, USA) 

   Roger Stolle "biggest backer of blues in The Delta"  Cat Head Delta Blues (Clarksdale, 
MS) 

   Bubba Sullivan "coolest blues spot anywhere"  Bubba's Blues Corner (Helena, AR) 
   Dane Tilghman "beautiful art work"  (Exton, PA) 

   Bruce "worlds #1 blues label"  Alligator Records (Chicago) 
   Rupert "fantastic service & support"  Seydel Harmonicas (Boone, NC) 

   Kevin & Herb "our Buckeye blues brethren"  Columbus Blues Alliance (Columbus, OH) 

D. posters: Chris "short on time/not a problem"  Big Mac Printing (Parkersburg) 
E. T-shirts: Lisa & Angie "whatever & whenever we need"  The Shirt Factory 

(Parkersburg) 
F. Moral Support: Jeannette Lodovici  (Monongahela, PA) 

G. ...and Muddy Waters for inventing electricity! 
 
 
 
*BORDER STATES- 

Blues, Jazz & Folk Music Society of Mid-Ohio Valley Chicago Blues Party w/CHICO BANKS 
& TORONZO CANNON Fri 11/21 @ Lafayette Hotel, Marietta  

Columbus Blues Alliance THE BLIND BOYS OF ALABAMA @ The Ohio Theater, Columbus 

Wed 10/8 also 12th Annual Blues for Tots Benefit & Charity Auction,  Sun 11/30 @ The 

Thirsty Ear, Columbus. Donations for Charity Auction ï contact Jim at 
JBiersdorf@gmail.com  

Baltimore Blues Society STUDEBAKER JOHN & THE HAWKS @ Rosedale American 

Legion, Rosedale, MD  

River City Blues Society "Wednesdays Be Bluesdays" every Wed @ Capital Ale House, 

Richmond, VA  

Blues Society of Western PA Diva's Concert aka "The Blues Go Pink"  proceeds benefit the 
Susan G. Komen Foundation for the cure for breast cancer... Sunday 10/10 @ Cefalo's 

Restaurant, Carnegie, PA. Featuring JILL WEST, PATTI SPADARO, SWEATY BETTY, MISS 
FREDDYE (Appy Blues Comp winner) and many more. Music starts at 2:00pm.  

Blue Ridge Blues Society Wed 10/15 JJ GREY & MOFRO @ State Theater, Falls Church, 

VA  

DC Blues Society "IBC Winnerfest Fundraiser"  featuring DCBS Battle of the Bands winner 

BILLY THOMPSON & FRIENDS Sat 11/8 @ Surf Club Live, Hyattsville, MD  

http://www.bjfm.org/
http://www.columbusblues.com/
mailto:JBiersdorf@gmail.com
http://www.mojoworkin.com/
http://www.wegotblues.com/
http://www.bswpa.org/
http://cms.komen.org/komen/index.htm
http://www.clubcefalo.com/
http://www.clubcefalo.com/
http://www.clubcefalo.com/
http://www.blueridgeblues.org/
http://www.dcblues.org/


MIKE LENZ BAND @ Rascals Saloon, Dover, OH Fri 10/10 

 
 
THIS WEEKEND IN "MOUNTAINS OF BLUES": 
*************************************** 

*Friday Oct 10th: 

 The Biscuit Rollers- Virginia Brewing Company, Winchester, VA  
 The Catch Blues Band- The Triple Play Cafe, Stubenville, OH 

 Jill West & Blues Attack- Ambridge Eagles, Ambridge, PA 
 Billy the Kid & the Regulators- The Office Lounge/McClure Hotel, Wheeling 

 Colin John Band- Farewell Concert/The Thirsty Ear, Columbus 
 Code Blue Band- Larry B's, Westerville, OH 

 Mountain Stage NewSong Contest Finals- Cultural Center Theater, Charleston 
 Joanna Conner- Moondog's- Blawnox, PA 

 Mudfork Blues- Maplewood, Athens, OH 
 Mike Lenz Band- Rascals Saloon, Dover, OH 

       
*Saturday Oct 11th: 

 Guy Davis- The Bottling Works, Romney, WV 

 The Catch Blues Band- The Office Lounge, Wheeling   
 Jill West & Blues Attack- Rochester Inn, Ross Township, PA 

 Barry Katz (CD Release Party)- The Thirsty Ear, Columbus  
 Sam Lamont Band- McClafferty's Pub, Morgantown     

 2-Blue- Taylor's Books, Charleston 
 Dave Chisolm Band- The Mudflats, Galena, OH  

 Billy Price Band- Dormont Community Day, Dormont/Pittsburgh 
 Jimmy Adler Band- Roadworthy Restaurant, West Liberty, WV 

 
*Sunday Oct 12th: 

 BSWPA "Blues Divas Concert"- Cefalo's Restaurant, Carnegie, PA 
 Eddie "The Chief" Clearwater- The Thirsty Ear, Columbus 

 Cracker Stackwell- Fig Cafe & Hookah Lounge, Jenkinstown, PA 
 The East End Dukes (benefit)- Hometowne Tavern, Swissvale, PA 

 
   

"MOUNTAINS OF BLUES" AT A GLANCE: 
*********************************** 

*Wednesday 10/8: PAUL GEREMIA @ The Court Street Grill, Pomeroy, OH 

 
*Thursday, 10/9:  

 Open Jam Night @ Mountain State Brewing, Thomas, WV 
 2-BLUE @ Southern Appalachian Labor School, Beards Fork, WV 

 
*Friday 10/10 NewSong @ the Cultural Center Stage, Charleston  

*Saturday 10/11 12th Annual Bramwell Oktoberfest, Bramwell, WV... although it is now 
too late for Brewers to enter into the competition... deadline was 10/6... it is not too late 

to enjoy it as a taster of the spirits and music lover... entertainment includes THE 

http://www.newsong-music.com/
http://www.bramwelloktoberfest.com/


CARPENTER ANTS, MARGO & THE BLUEGILLS, JEAN HANNA DAVIS, TODD BURGE, BIG 

ROCK & THE CANDYASS MOUNTAIN BOYS and much more. for info on entertainment, 
lodging and directions go to http://www.bramwelloktoberfest.com/  

GUY DAVIS @ The Bottling Works, Romney, WV... Guy Davis first played The Bottling 

Works in 2005 and repeated request are bringing him back again this Saturday. For 
ticket information, directions, schedule, etc go to 

http://www.thebottlingworks.com/index.htm  

*thanks to all BJFM "Blues Triangle" Update readers for the kind words... please  stay in 

touch. 
 

*WVBS Board member, Roy Dentler is putting together a benefit for a co-worker who 
was injured on the job. Date is Nov 8th... please keep us posted RoyD and can we help? 

 
*congratulations! LE FEVER- 1st Place winner (solo/duo) and 1st Place (band)- THE 

INNER CITY BLUES BAND at the Columbus Blues Alliance Blues Challenge last week.  
 

*word from Patrick of MAHAJIBEE BLUES: Our friends, THE EAST END DUKES have 
asked us to pass this along... 

They're doing a Benefit  for a friend of theirs who recently died from cancer... This is for 
Tom Dombrowski who lost his fight with cancer Sept 12th. Tom was a volunteer 

firefighter in Monroeville, PA for years... 

THE EAST END DUKES @ Hometowne Tavern (formerly the M&M), Swissvale, PA 10/12 
(1:00PM-6:00PM)  

NO COVER but suggesting a $5 donation.   
prizes raffles and the like will be auctioned off etc. 

 
*one of the biggest & bestest festivals of the year... this week the 23rd Annual Arkansas 

Blues & Heritage Festival (still King Biscuit to a lot of people, including me) in Helena, AR 
runs Oct 9-10-11 ... best of luck to MAHAJIBEE BLUES on the "Emerging Artist Stage" 

this Saturday... and say hello to Bubba Sullivan for us. 
 

*thanks Chili Pepper... right about JOHNNY RAWLS album... "Red Cadillac" is ex-cellll-
ent! 

 
*couldn't help but notice ROBERT "BILBO" WALKER was at Po Monkeys Lounge in 

Merigold, MS last Friday night... had to have been awesome! 

 
*set VCR's, Tivo's, or whatever gadgets you use to record shows you don't want to miss. 

(Only because it's Saturday night and we know you'll be out supporting LIVE music at 
your favorite venue) Bettye LaVette & Pinetop Perkins scheduled for Oct 11th Austin City 

Limits... more info at http://www.pbs.org/klru/austin(blueswax) 
 

*next week: 
Saturday 10/18 "BBQ & Blues Cruise" w/THE BLUES CANNIBALS @ Point Park, 

Parkersburg 
Sunday 10/19 BLUE LINE HIGHWAY @ The Purple Fiddle, Thomas, WV 

 

http://www.bramwelloktoberfest.com/
http://www.thebottlingworks.com/index.htm
http://www.bluesandheritagefest.com/
http://www.bluesandheritagefest.com/
http://www.bluesandheritagefest.com/
http://www.mahajibeeblues.com/home.html
http://www.johnnyrawlsblues.com/
http://www.robertbilbowalker.com/index.c
http://www.pbs.org/klru/austin


 
 in a little bit,  
 crawlinkingsnake 

 


