Appalachian Blues Competition
2011 Rules

If you can play or sing the Blues you can win cash prizes and career advancement.  The first place Band Division winner of  the West Virginia Blues Society’s Appalachian Blues Competition will receive $500 dollars in cash and WVBS sponsorship to the International Blues Challenge (2012 IBC’s)  in Memphis in February 2011, where they can gain valuable exposure to record label A&R representatives Blues industry professionals, and festival promoters capable of providing real career advancement for a serious blues musician. The second place Band Division winner will receive $200 in cash. 

First place Solo/Duo Division winner will receive $200 in cash prizes and WVBS sponsorship to the  2012 IBC’s. First place Youth division winner will receive $100 cash prize and sponsored to the 2012 IBC Youth Showcase.  The big winners, however, are the Blues fans who enjoy a day of Blues entertainment. 

We are looking for serious blues performers.  Original material is encouraged but blues covers will work as long as they are arranged in your own style. Choose your material carefully. Our judges are likely to be unimpressed with song selections that are uninspired. Blues Content is the most important category in which you will be judged. 

Judging:  Judging will be according to rules from The Blues Foundation International Blues Challenge, and as such, will be the average of raw scores weighted as follows: 

1. Blues Content (x4) 

2. Talent (x3) 

3. Originality (x2)
4. Stage Presence (x2)
5. Vocals (x3)
Eligibility: Participants will no longer be denied eligibility due to national distribution, whether current or  past. In its place, the defining line for who is and is not eligible to enter West Virginia Blues Society’s Appalachian Blues Competition is based on Handy nominations. If an individual, in their capacity, has been included on the Handy ballot, that person is not eligible. This rule will not bar sidemen or songwriters. 
An individual may not compete in more than one act.

A person cannot compete as a solo artist and as a member of a band.

Check In At Competition: Competing bands need to check in at pre-function tables with Competition Director, Jack Rice, prior to load in and 1 hour prior to your time slot, in case of any changes. You need to be ready to play when you are slotted; we need to run a tight clock with so many acts and so little time. There will be 18 slots available for competitors. By the way, if you are confirmed as one of our acts, we expect you to show up; we take a very dim view of no-shows (except with a legit excuse). Just as in Memphis at the IBC, you will need to take the time slot you are allotted.   Special guest tickets $10 - limit one per band member. At check in each act must present 5 copies of a typewritten set list which must be followed on stage. Note which songs are originals and which songs are covers.

Time slots: If you are serious about the WVBS’ Appalachian Blues Competition, then you  realize that this is a stepping stone to the International Blues Challenge in Memphis, TN. When you are assigned a timeslot, it is the competitor's obligation to make theirselves available for the day of the competition to fulfill their allotted slot. You need to factor in your travel time and arrive 1hour before your slot and if need be take a vacation or personal day from work. As much as we understand that everyone would like the 'desired' evening or later spots, we follow the same guidelines of the Blues Foundation's International Blues Challenge. When a slot is given to you, you are expected to perform at that allotted time.

Time Limitation: We limit each act to a performance of 20 minutes. This performance is timed from when the band strikes its first note. An amber light is flashed at the act when there are 2 minutes left to play and a red light is flashed when time is up. Bands are penalized one point from the combined judges' scores for each ten seconds that they run overtime. There is no penalty for using less than the allotted time.

Demo Tape:  A demo tape or CD of the band must be submitted with application entry form. It is a requirement this year.

Booking Information/Merchandise:  An opportunity for each act to promote theirselves and sale merchandise will be afforded only in the designated area.  WVBS assumes no responsibility for selling artist merchandise.  

Final Scoring:  Under no circumstances are the acts or their representative  allowed to approach the judging panel or individual judges. Following the announcement of winners, each act will be provided  the judges’ scoring and comments respective to their performance via e-mail.  No ranking will be published other than the first and second place Band, first place Solo/Duo act and first place Youth act. 
Time Slots: Any special requests for a time slot should be noted on your application, but not guaranteed.

Application must be received by September 1, 2011.  Acts will be notified of acceptance or rejection two weeks after that date after a review of the demo tapes by the WVBS Competition Committee. Print and mail this application together with your $50 entry fee (check or money order made payable to WVBS) to Competition Director,  Jack Rice.  PO Box 11646,  Charleston, WV  25339.

Any questions, contact Competition Director, Jack Rice 304-389-1439/ bkravenhawk@hotmail.com 
